Black Book of Free Software for College Students
By: Vaughn Parker



© Copyright 2009



This PDF book was written to showcase specific websites and
free downloadable software available to the public. | do not
intend to claim any of these websites or programs as my own.
Nor do | intend to claim any of the copyrights as my own. All

copyrights, websites, and patents belong to the websites and
program creators.
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This PDF book was written because | was tired of the public,
especially students, not knowing that software could be

instead of going blindly into college thinking that
spending money would solve their technical problems and
frustrations. If it were more known or been aware of other
options, consumers could have made smarter decisions such
as saving the money or investing it. This book is an attempted
solution to that problem.
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Open Office Suite
0pen0ffICEOrg www.OpenOffice.org

2APDD

This is an office suite application that mimics Microsoft
Office Suite. This software includes a word processor,
spreadsheet program, slide presentation maker, flyer/
advertising maker and a database application. College
students are going to need these essential applications to
survive college. If your computer crashes and you have
to install Microsoft Office and it does not allow you to

reinstall it due to licensing issues, this is the perfect alter-
native.



Foxit Reader
www.foxitsoftware.com

This is a PDF reader that is similar to Adobe Acrobat
Reader, except it is a lot smaller in size and uses up a lot
less resources. Loads PDF files really fast.
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B
This is a video software application that allows you to play
ANY type of media whatsoever. | had an issue with com-

puter because when it crashed, it erased my DVD playing
software. Microsoft offered me to download their CODECS
(the files needed in order to play the DVD's) for a price of
about $100.00 or more. Luckily | found this FREE media

player alternative that played DVD's from any region.




Crap Cleaner

www.ccleaner.com
T .

This is a hard drive cleaning software application that allows
you to effortlessly clean your hard drive without deleting
the information you need. It’s light weight, fast and effi-
cient. This is an alternative to Microsoft’s Disk Clean Up soft-
ware.

r‘" Piriform CCleaner @1

CCleaner.com

MS Windows XP 5P2
Intel Pentium D CPU 3.00GHz, 2.0GB RAM, ATI FireGL ¥3100
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/ .
7 www.gimp.cor

This is a software application that is similar to Adobe Photo-
shop. It has the ability to mimic the tools of Adobe Photo-
shop and save in the same file formats as Adobe Photoshop.
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. Digsby

www.digsby.com
. - .

This is an instant messaging software application that allows
you to stay connect to all your social networking sites. Sites
such as Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, and others. It also has
the ability to check your e-mail accounts to let you know
when you have new mail. Additionally, you have all your in-
stant messaging accounts all on one buddy list.
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Pidgin

(& www.pidgin.im
. -~ a
This is only an all in one instant messaging program. Very

light and simple application to use.
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Meebo

meebo

" www.meebo.com
S |
This is a website you can utilize when downloading an in-
stant messenger application is not permitted on the com-
puter.
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Trillian Astra

www.trillian.im
E B
This is an up and coming futuristic instant messaging progra
m that will innovate how we use instant messaging. Similar
to Digsby.

-ﬁ Andy Magoon

: Kevin Kurtz
<2

{._,); Pak-Kei Mak

'ﬁ Scott Werndorfer

i trillianastra@gmail.com

rillian Astra on Facebook
You were invited to join 2 gro...

You have 2 new pokes.

16



| Essentials for Study Abroad

17



Skype

www.Skype.com
S B
This is a communication tool that allows you to talk Skype to
Skype for free or buy credit so you can make out going calls
to the United States or other countries in the world. You also

have the ability to buy an online number which allows fam-

ily members and friend to stay in contact with you while you
are studying abroad.
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HSBC ) HSBC Bank

The world’s local bank WWW.thC.COm
| . s

This is a bank that allows you to deposit money into your
main bank account in your home country and then transfer
money online to an HSBC account that you opened, which
then enables you to withdraw money in the foreign country
that you are studying abroad.

HSBC €Xp e worids tocal bank

Che s Savings Home Loans Cards Insurance Other Services

Personal Internet Banking

Relax
W FREE Bill Pay you'll

Sign-Up today!
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.47 Ubuntu Linux

e www.ubuntu.com
E B

This is an operating system that you can download and in-
stall on your computer 100% free. If you are in the situation
where your computer has crashed, malfunctioned, or has
given you the blue screen of death, then this is the best al-
ternative than to buy a new computer. All you need to do is
download the Ubuntu file which is a .iso (called an image
file) type and burn it to a DVD or CD-R. Then put the CD into
your computer and it should load automatically. Also, this
operating system updates itself automatically and never gets
viruses.
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Mozilla Firefox

www.firefox.com
T .

This is a free web browser that is complete customizable
through add-ons and extensions. Easily change the theme of
the browser and add extensions to expand capabilities of
the browser.

) Hozilla Firefox Start Page - Mozll Firefox 3 Beta 2 &)X
File Edt View Hitory Bookmarks T

) Smart Bookmarks Getting Started 1 Latest Headlines

Web Images News Groups Books more ¥

Firefox Start

Google

h free Add-ons - add anything from weather

About Mozilla
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Mozilla Firefox

¥ Extensions + Add-Ons
E N

. Download Statusbar

. Flagfox

. Scribe Fire Blog Editor
« Smart Bookmarks Bar
. Morning Coffee

. PDF Download

. IETab

. Answers

. Google Toolbar

. Foxkeh

. Mario Bros Theme:
http://www.firefoxfacts.com/2008/08/13/new-super-
mario-theme-for-firefox-3/

. Java
. Shockwave
. Adobe Flash Player
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Hi-Jack This

® | www.trendsecure.com
. .

This is a website from Trend Micro that allows you to
download various software applications to help get rid of vi-
ruses, trojans, or other unwanted bugs in your computer.
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AVG Anti-Virus

8 www.filehippo.com
S —
This is a website you can utilize when downloading an in-

stant messenger application is not permitted on the com-
puter. Go to filehippo.com to download the free version.

r
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n‘,/ Defraggler

\/) www.defraggler.com
E - .

This is an alternative to Microsoft Windows disk defragger
program. It is a fast and light program . You can reduce the
time waiting for your computer to load programs by running
this application.
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Recuva

WWWw.recuva.co
N -~ a
This is an application that allows you to recover any docu-
ments that were deleted by mistake or on purpose.

r‘ Piriform Recuva @1

Recuva.com

M3 Windows XP SP2
Intel Pentium D CPU 3.00GHz, 2.0GB RAM, ATI FireGL V3100

| | i Fictures B~ | Options... |

| | Preview |Info | Header
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MTFS, 97 GB. duster size: 4096. file record size: 1024. Found 45266 files (30675 ignored) in 30.55 sec.

Check for updates...
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Ad-Aware

www.lavasoft.com
.

This is a free spyware remover. It also has an auto-protect
mode that allows your computer to be protected at all
times.

W Ad-Aware 2008

LAVASOFT

Performing Scan

Overall Scan Progress

Section Progress
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Remember the Milk

TSR Wwww.rememberthemilk.com
B

This is a website that allows you to create a to-do list that
you can integrate into applications such as Google Calendar,
Google Maps, or the Iphone.

) 7 D Krzysztof Szafranek | Overview | Tasks | Contacts | Settings | Help | Logout
°® | remember a
e, the ml”‘ Show search options

Projects Notes
[ Agendas [ calls | computer [ Errands [ Home [ office [ Read |
Take owver the world
(c Y

) (1 note)

remember

@ Add Note
© Add Task
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e==3| Google Calendar

—— Calendar.Google.com
E - .

This is the best calendar application that allows you to or-
ganize, share, or publish your life online. Very simple to use.
Easily will replace any paper calendar that you own.

Google
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Remindr

remindr.info
.

This is a website you can utilize when downloading an in-
stant messenger application is not permitted on the com-
puter.

>/ Remind
Please remind me to

at my local time

through
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Snackr

www.snackr.net
. .

This is an application that allows you to have RSS (real sim-
ple syndication) news feeds stream across your desktop
screen.

, L |
Globe Telecom nabs Apple iPhone deal

An email just this afternoon pointed me to the
press release that Globe Telecom has agreed with
Apple to exclusively offer the iPhone in the

:#‘ i Philippines. Announcement was made at 1PM this § \ \
k’l SN aftcrnoon. On the Globe Corporate site: Globe, LW A
f "’N NN SingTel, Bharti Airtel and Optus to bring iPhone to |8
the region Manila, 12 May 2008 - Globe, SingTel, \
ies]
\ View post :
‘|.. A 3 RR - LR SERAS O L LRAL oY L AR S & w | “_4 "
ympus Zuiko Dlgltal ED Globe Telecom nabs Apple iPhone Apo Reef
I8mm f/4-5.6 deal
ws: Digital Photo... 4dago Philippine Travel Blog - The
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Mint

mint www.mint.com
— I

This is a website that allows you to organize all of your fi-
nances into one place. Mint.com provides an overview

el Meslp | o0 TSt com | Your Profile | Logout

ovvew | sesncions | sreone s | wvs iosae |

LT}

Click to add any
bank or credit card
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P4 YouSendit

www.yousendit.com
- s
This is a website that allows you to send large files over the

internet for free. If you need to send large files for business,

they have options that could accommodate regular business
uses.

YOUSENDiIt

YOUSENDiIt
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Sky Drive

Skydrive.live.com
- .

This is a website that allows you to store up to 25GB of me-
dia online. You can share the media or make it public.
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Portable Apps

www.portableapps.com
E .

A portable app is a computer program that you can carry
around with you on a portable device and use on any Win-
dows computer. When your USB flash drive, portable hard
drive, iPod or other portable device is plugged in, you have ac-
cess to your software and personal data just as you would on
your own PC. And when you unplug the device, none of your
personal data is left behind.

O Fommasiearee
o YOUR DIGITAL LIFE, ANYWHERE™
=

&7 Recuva

£L Ruler

'-"jj ShockAero

&% smmon

%F startuplite 1.04
_ﬁ SteganoG

A& stress reducers

11} sudoku Portable
[ sumotori.exe

8 system Information for Windows

e Taskbar Shuffle
G TCExplorer
\ Toucan

, | VisualToolTip

& VLC Media Player Portable
# winDirstat
2 WindowsLiveWriter Portable

% winMd55um

w5 WirelessKeyView
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I Twitter
lwww.twitter.com

This is a website that allows you to microblog about your
business events or personal life. You can also customize the
profile page when you sign into the website.

Home Profile Find People Settings Help Sign out

{35 duncanriley

1,006 3,168 8,755

following | followers | updates

Notice something different?
Rea bout the changes

mrinal_desai On Facebook: Mrinal is wondering how Schultz
decided to sell bananas with lattes and see.. http://twurl.nl
M /ch7sud

Home
@Replies
mashable Twitter Rolls Re-Arranges the Page ( http://zz.gd

/3d68¢f) Direct Messages 1,061

Favorites

4 T .
E briansolis @technosailor here at mix now
‘ Everyone
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Picnik
www.pichik.com
— B

This is a website that allows you edit pictures online.

O IPICHIKT 1 Reptar o froe ana make picnk ysurows. © 0 © T reedback | Welp> | swnin | ek |1 pullcresn |

Crop ? Original proport
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Plng fin Ping.fm.

www.ping.fm
s
Th|s is a website that allows you to update all of your

statuses on social networking in one posting. You can also
add this website to your buddy list.

Ping my: Default v
Social Services

®

B!

E
50 ahead, post a link. We'll convert it to a short
ink before posting to your services.*
Services / Tools

A

-

G

44



File Hippo

7mmwww.filehippo.com
B
This is a resource website that keeps you up to date on

which free software programs are being updated and inno-
vated.

< Download our FREE Upd:
and scan your PC for the |

nd Video

File Sharing

CD and DVD Tools
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Writing this PDF book was only the start of what should be an
on going effort to make software program a more
normative practice among consumers to research. Hopefully
you found this book to be a condense reference to solving
every computer usage problems. In summary, this book
probably just saved your life and your wallet. :)
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A student at Temple University who embraced the internet
instead of fleeing from it. In his spare time he enjoys staying
up on current affairs by way of Google Reader, helping oth-
ers in any form, and setting daily goals to achieve.

If you want to learn more about this author, please visit:
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